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Final Project Part 1 

Statement of Teaching Philosophy 

 For as long as I can remember, I have been mentoring people in creative writing, starting 

with my niece, my sister’s oldest who I have a very close bond. It has always been her 

excitement and enthusiasm when she sees how characters, plots, friction, angst and other aspects 

of storytelling that has kept me motivated in helping others learn how to open their imagination 

and creative writing skills. To this day, I continue to mentor her, her younger sister and my own 

daughter and it is this simple wonder and enjoyment of creative writing that is the foundation of 

my teaching philosophy. 

 While there are some schools of thought that believe creative writing cannot be taught, it 

is becoming more and more popular within the academic setting of higher education institutions. 

Encouraging the student to tap into their imagination and to think “outside the box” allows them 

to stretch their writing wings into the unknown. Creative writing, when broken down into smaller 

pieces that ultimately combine to form a larger work or non-fiction or fiction, gives the student 

small sections they can add to their portfolio in the eventuality of producing a larger piece for 

publication. 

 Teaching creative writing needs to be in a setting that allows the students some freedom 

to create. A workshop-based creative writing classroom has been used in the past at universities 
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around the world and while they are a nontraditional academic approach to creative writing, they 

present “writing as this sort of active, strategic process: all students must actively engage, 

student-writers become increasingly aware of how their own and others’ decision-making affects 

written work, and the writing process is situated within an interactive, dynamic classroom where 

students share informed criticism (Leahy 16).” For me, a workshop-based classroom that allows 

the students to interact, brainstorm together and truly aid each other in the creative process is one 

that would enjoy teaching in. 

 As a professional copywriter as well as a published fiction author, I understand the 

different ways a writer – and student – must think to put words to paper. It is more than 

understanding the written word and the mechanics of the English language. It is the ability to 

learn and understand how to make the words flow together on the page that engages the reader. It 

takes practice, but giving a student the foundation to explore their imagination and carefully 

guide them to make the piece they are working on better without discouraging them is something 

I have learned how to do while mentoring my nieces, my daughter, friends and co-workers.  

 I have a very open mind when it comes to reading and writing. Unless academia states 

that a topic is not allowed, there is no reason why students in my class should hesitate to tell the 

story they wish. I will be able to assist them in finding their voice through a series of 

conversations, questions and challenges that will help them think about the writing differently. 

 To guide the students, I will use a variety of writing tools to help them get their ideas put 

into play. I love using Google Docs to keep all my writing in one place and accessible from 

alternate devices, such as my phone or my laptop. Worksheets for character creation, plot 

planning and setting, for example, would help the students begin to flesh out the story they wish 

to tell. Peer brainstorming sessions as well as peer reviews periodically throughout the length of 



Rauch,  3 

the class will also aid students to see different paths their stories can take. I would also have 

students make suggestions of favorite novels, short-stories and movies that the class could 

review and discuss to find out why the story did or did not work. These are the methods that I 

embraced the most during my time as a journalism and English/Creative Writing student and I 

feel that, as hands on methods, they worked the best in a workshop setting. 

 As a student and mentor, I have found that in addition to encouraging the imagination of 

a student writer, there are four pedagogies that influence my teaching philosophy. Listed in the 

“The NCRM Quick Start Guide to: Principles for Effective Pedagogy” by Melanie Nind and 

Sarah Lewthwaite, they helped me focus on what is important to me as a teacher to impart to my 

students: 

• Effective pedagogy recognises the importance of prior experience and learning. This one 

especially applies to the “taking account of the personal and cultural experiences of 

different groups of learners” for me because I had the opportunity to live in England 

between the ages of 8 and 10 and to go to their schools. My teachers, Miss Higgs and 

Mrs. Trotter, both were very interested in what I learned in school here in the United 

States as well as how I could assimilate to the English system and their style of teaching. 

• Effective pedagogy promotes the active engagement of the learner. Encouraging and 

challenging a student to go one more step in their learning and encouraging a student to 

be responsible for their learning is something I have come to appreciate after having 

obtained my Bachelor’s Degree, and now my Master’s Degree, via e-learning. I am the 

one responsible for my education and every professor I have worked with has encouraged 

me to go that one extra step. My daughter, a senior in High School about to graduate, has 
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had the same experience with her Journalism teacher. He continually pushes her to do 

better and challenges her and she enjoys it. 

• Effective pedagogy recognises the significance of informal learning. Sometimes field 

trips are exactly what a student needs to rediscover their love of learning. As someone 

who enjoys hands-on activities, I always looked forward to leaving the classroom as a kid 

to learn about the animals at the zoo, the type of flora and fauna in the woods or how 

ancient man lived. This was another activity that really influenced me when I lived in 

England. We went on many trips and that’s not counting the many historical places I 

visited with my parents. We were going somewhere every weekend. 

• Effective pedagogy depends on the learning of all those who support the learning of 

others. Two weeks into the job that I currently hold as a Content Marketer for a 

powersports aftermarket parts and accessories distributor, I was asked to take the 

HubSpot Inbound Marketing Certification class. The following year, I had to retake the 

class to hold my certification as well as take the Content Marketing Certification. Both 

certifications have helped broaden my knowledge of marketing for my company. The 

same goes for my Master’s Degree. Even in the world of copywriting and content 

marketing things are changing. To stay on top of the current trends helps me effectively 

help my co-workers. 

 

The opportunity to guide another person in finding their voice in their writing is one that 

is exciting and challenging. Everyone’s voice is different. Everyone learns differently. To be able 

to combine a variety of teaching techniques – from visual to hands-on and everything in between 
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– to teach creative writing in a workshop setting is one that would be rewarding for both my 

students and myself. 
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Syllabus 

 

English 525: Character, Plot and Development 

 

Fall 2017 Instructor: Beth A. Freely Rauch 

Office: Online  

Email: 

bethannerauch@genericu.edu 

 

Course Description 

In this course, students will be challenged to find the answer to questions such as: how do I 

come up with creative story ideas? When do I reveal certain types of information in the story? 

Do I plan an outline for my story or let it flow naturally as I write it? What type of environment 

do my characters live in. Students will learn what pieces are necessary to putting a larger piece 

of writing together and conceptualizing a writing project that is significantly larger than a short 

story. The focus of the course will be on how to draft things such as plot arcs, characters, 

building their fictional worlds, creating detailed outlines and developing themes. Students will 

not be writing actual scenes or chapters for their work. The concepts learned in this course may 

also help with writing in future courses. 

 

Objectives and Expectations 

• Students will write for a variety of audiences and purposes; 

• Students will develop their thinking by questioning their own views and considering the 

views of others; 

• Students will be able to outline the key elements of their story plot and story structure 
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while developing their own original story concept for a larger creative work; 

• Students will learn to define the traits of their characters and the setting of their 

world; 

• Students will use brainstorming methods to help develop the themes that work with 

their story concepts; 

• Students will become more perceptive readers of their own writing and provide 

constructive feedback to others about their writing; 

• Students will manage effectively their writing processes by reflecting on their texts 

and by making conscious choices about them that are appropriate to audience and 

purpose as well as integrate peer feedback into their story; 

• Students will carefully and confidently copy-edit their final drafts at every level 

according to readers’ expectations for grammar, usage, style, mechanics, and 

other conventions 

 

Required Materials 

All assignments must be read in full before the date of discussion. 

• We will be using Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings by Linda Anderson, ed., 

and Writing Dialogue by Tom Chiarella. These will be available through the Generic 

University Bookstore. 

• Internet access and an email address that you check regularly 

 

Electronic Media 

Course resources including the syllabus and links to our text and other readings are located on 



Rauch,  8 

our course blackboard. There will also be pertinent announcements and messages posted to the 

electronic classroom. Please check it regularly. 

 

Graded Assignments 

Grading is an evaluation of the student’s work toward achieving the objectives of this class. 

Grades will be distributed as follows: 

 

For this course, there will be a total of seven graded class discussions as well as six journals. 

The journals will give students the ability to communicate one-on-one with the instructor 

while working through the different concepts of the class. 

 

Students will turn in four completed writing projects: character sketches of the antagonist, 

protagonist and supporting character; the story structure of a larger piece the student would 

like to create from start to finish; draft of the plot outline and information on the world/setting 

the story takes place in; and draft synopsis of the story with revisions. There will also be a 

final submission project that includes the story plan with synopsis and a goal statement. 
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Modul
e 

Topics and 
Assignments 

1 Tapping your creativity: Finding your stories. 

Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings, Workbook 

Chapters 1 and 3 1-1 Discussion: How do you start a story? 

1-2 Journal: Goals for your writing and what you hope this class will do for you. 
2 Characters 

Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings, Workbook Chapter 5, Readings 

Chapters 10, 11, and 18 2-1 Discussion: Character profile questionnaire and peer 

critique 

2-2 Journal: What type of characters do you wish to create? 

3 Let's Talk Amongst Ourselves 

Writing Dialogue, Chapters 3 (Dialogue and Character) and 7 (Using 

Dialogue to Create Stories 

3-1 Discussion: How do your characters communicate? 

3-2 Final Project Milestone One: Character Sketches and Profiles 

4 Structure, Theme and How Your Characters Work It 

Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings, Workbook Chapters 10 and 18, Readings 

Chapters 9 and 27 

4-1 Discussion: What kind structure and theme work best for your story? 

4-2 Final Project Milestone Two: Story Structure 
5 It's All About Setting 

Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings, 

Workbook Chapter 6 5-1 Discussion: Tell us about a 

setting in your favorite novel. 

5-2 Journal: Where does your protagonist live? 
6 To Outline or Not? And Where Is Your World? 

Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings, Workbook 

Chapter 10 6-1 Journal: How do you plot a long story? 

6-2 Final Project Milestone Three: Draft of the Plot Outline, World and Setting 
7 Story Synopsis 

Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings, Workbook Chapter 11  
7-1 Discussion: Drafting a Synopsis 
7-2 Journal: How is your story coming along? 

8 Reworking the Final Synopsis 

Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings, Readings Chapter 49  

8-1 Discussion: Where will your story go? 

8-2 Final Project Milestone Four: Draft Synopsis with Revisions 
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9 Look at Your Story Outline! 

Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings, Readings Chapter 50 

9-1 Final Project Submission: Story Plan with Synopsis and Goal Statement 

10 Your Next Steps 

Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings, Readings Chapter 55  

10-1 Journal: What have you discovered about your writing? 

 

The evaluation of the student’s performance will be according to the rubric 

guidelines found for each assignment as listed on the online classroom.  

Letter grades are assigned based on the following points earned: 

 

Late Work 

Students are expected to complete and submit their assignments on or before the due date. 

Please review Generic University's Late Assignment Policy for more information.  

 

Attendance/Participation 

Online students are required to post to their discussion board by Thursday, 11:59pm EST, 
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during the first week of class. The student will be automatically withdrawn from the class for 

non-participation if this is not met. Please review Generic University's Attendance Policy for 

more information. 

 

Initial discussion posts are due by Thursday, 11:59pm EST with two response posts by Sunday, 

11:59pm EST. All other assignments are due each Sunday by 11:59pm EST unless otherwise 

indicated. 

 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that may result in a failing grade. One of the key aspects of a 

university education is to realize that there are ethical aspects to writing and scholarship. 

Information is governed by copyright laws. Therefore, cutting and pasting from the web—

even taking two or three words in order—is plagiarism. It should go without saying, as well, 

that buying a paper from the internet is certainly plagiarism. Plagiarism occurs primarily 

when you don’t have ideas for writing or when you are unclear about citation rules. Self-

plagiarism – submitting a paper previously used in another class for a grade – is still 

considered plagiarism and will be evaluated the same way. 
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Lesson Plans 

 

Lesson Plan #3-2  

Title: "Character Sketches and Profiles" 

Audience: Graduate level creative writing students 

Description: In this lesson, I will review the elements of creating a comprehensive character that 

has depth and substance to help engage the reader. 

Learning Objective:  

1. The student will develop a character profile for their antagonist, protagonist and one 

character of their choice using a provided character template.  

2. The student will learn to brainstorm and "think outside of the box" to create a character that 

is complex and interesting. 

Time: One week 

Materials Needed: Character template (can be found in the Module 3 folder) 

Mode of Delivery: Online classroom 

Lesson Plan Introduction: 

As this is an online course, the lesson will be introduced with a module overview 

discussing the importance of characters in a major creative writing work and why a well-

developed character helps move the story forward. The overview will discuss the difference 

between an antagonist, protagonist and supporting characters. It will also explain how the profile 

scaffolds towards the final project. 
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Lesson Plan Development: 

The student will follow up the overview with reading from the textbook as well as any 

additional readings that may assigned, such as online articles and examples of various character 

templates that can be used to help them develop their characters. There will also be a PowerPoint 

in the Module 3 folder for the student to review discussing character types and examples of 

templates that can be used to create the character. 

Once the student has completed the assigned reading, they are to use the provided 

character template to create the antagonist to one of their stories. Research into various aspects of 

the character is encouraged.  

 

Lesson Plan Conclusion: 

The student will provide a finished character profile for their antagonist, protagonist and 

one other character for review and grading.  

 

Lesson Plan #7-1  

Title: "Drafting A Synopsis" 

Audience: Graduate level creative writing students 

Description: In this lesson, the students will learn how to assemble a synopsis of their larger 

work that includes elements such as story structure, brief character descriptions and how to use 

the three-part plot system to outline their story. 

Learning Objective:  

1. The student will develop a comprehensive synopsis for a larger piece of fiction.  
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2. The student will apply basic concepts of English grammar and punctuation as well as story-

telling elements to their synopsis. 

3. The student will learn how to proofread and critique a peer's synopsis. 

Time: One week 

Materials Needed: Previous assignments; two peer submissions of the student's choosing 

Mode of Delivery: Online classroom 

Lesson Plan Introduction: 

As this is an online course, the lesson will be introduced with a module overview 

discussing the importance of a well thought out story synopsis. The overview will discuss the 

elements that are to be included in the synopsis, such as title, POV, genre, structural elements, 

three-part plotting and more. I will also explain to the students in the overview that they should 

include their reasons for using the elements they choose so that their peers understand their 

thinking and offer additional suggestions. 

 

Lesson Plan Development: 

The student will follow up the overview with reading from the textbook as well as any 

additional readings that may assigned, such as online articles and examples of story synopsis. 

Once the student has completed the assigned reading, they are to assemble their draft 

synopsis based on the grading criteria provided in the rubric which outlines what must be 

included in the draft. 
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Lesson Plan Conclusion: 

The student will provide a draft synopsis that will be reviewed by their peers. The student 

will then review and critique two of their peer's synopsis' and provide them with written 

recommendations.  

 

Lesson Plan #9-1 

Title: "Final Project Submission: Story Plan with Synopsis and Goal Statement" 

Audience: Graduate level creative writing students 

Description: In this lesson, the students will incorporate all the critiques they have received into a 

final project revision. This assignment will also include a goal statement, discussing why they 

chose the story they used, what they learned from the class and how to use the information in 

producing further works of creative writing that go beyond the short story. 

Learning Objective:  

1. The student will develop a comprehensive synopsis for a larger piece of fiction that 

incorporates revisions based on peer and teacher critiques.  

2. The student will apply basic concepts of English grammar and punctuation as well as story-

telling elements to their synopsis. 

3. The student will learn how to proofread and edit their own work. 

Time: One week 

Materials Needed: Rough draft of the synopsis; critiques provided by peers and instructor 

Mode of Delivery: Online classroom 
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Lesson Plan Introduction: 

As this is an online course, the lesson will be introduced with a module overview 

discussing the importance of incorporating peer and instructor critiques into their final 

presentation. The overview will also instruct the student to consider what goal they had in mind 

when they decided on the piece to use in the class, what they learned about their own writing 

process and how they will incorporate it into future works. 

 

Lesson Plan Development: 

The student will follow up the overview with reading from the textbook as well as any 

additional readings that may assigned, such as online articles and examples of story synopsis. 

Once the student has completed the assigned reading, they are to assemble their final 

project with revisions based on the grading criteria provided in the rubric which outlines what 

must be included in the final project. 

 

Lesson Plan Conclusion: 

The student will provide final project that will includes revisions as well as a goal statement for 

the future of the project. 
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Assessments 

Assessment #3-2  

Character Questionnaire 

Instructions: The following 150 questions can be used to construct your antagonist, protagonist 

and supporting characters. Copy the questions into a new document for your three characters, 

label the top of the page with their name and character type, and answer the questions. Be 

creative and have fun with character you are creating. Keep the genre of your story in mind as 

you answer the questions and remember: this is your character so there is no wrong answer. 
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Basic Character Questions 

1. First name? 

2. Surname? 

3. Middle names? 

4. Nicknames? 

5. Date of birth? 

6. Age? 

  

Physical / Appearance 

1. Height? 

2. Weight? 

3. Build? 

4. Hair colour? 

5. Hair style? 

6. Eye colour? 

7. Eye Shape? 

8. Glasses or contact lenses? 

9. Distinguishing facial features?  

10. Which facial feature is most prominent? 

11. Which bodily feature is most prominent? 

12. Other distinguishing features? 

13. Skin? 

14. Hands? 
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15. Make up? 

16. Scars? 

17. Birthmarks? 

18. Tattoos? 

19. Physical handicaps? 

20. Type of clothes? 

21. How do they wear their clothes? 

22. What are their feet like? (type of shoes, state of shoes, socks, feet, pristine, dirty, worn, etc.) 

23. Race / Ethnicity? 

24. Mannerisms? 

25. Are they in good health? 

26. Do they have any disabilities? 

  

Personality 

1. What words or phrases do they overuse? 

2. Do they have a catchphrase? 

3. Are they more optimistic or pessimistic? 

4. Are they introverted or extroverted? 

5. Do they ever put on airs? 

6. What bad habits do they have? 

7. What makes them laugh out loud? 

8. How do they display affection? 

9. Mental handicaps? 
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10. How do they want to be seen by others? 

11. How do they see themselves? 

12. How are they seen by others? 

13. Strongest character trait? 

14. Weakest character trait? 

15. How competitive are they? 

16. Do they make snap judgements or take time to consider? 

17. How do they react to praise? 

18. How do they react to criticism? 

19. What is their greatest fear? 

20. What are their biggest secrets? 

21. What is their philosophy of life? 

22. When was the last time they cried? 

23. What haunts them? 

24. What are their political views? 

25. What will they stand up for? 

26. Who do they quote? 

27. Are they indoorsy or outdoorsy? 

28. What is their sinful little habit? 

29. What sense do they most rely on? 

30. How do they treat people better than them? 

31. How do they treat people worse than them? 

32. What quality do they most value in a friend? 
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33. What do they consider an overrated virtue? 

34. If they could change one thing about themselves, what would it be? 

35. What is their obsession? 

36. What are their pet peeves? 

37. What are their idiosyncrasies? 

  

Friends and Family 

1. Is their family big or small? Who does it consist of? 

2. What is their perception of family? 

3. Do they have siblings? Older or younger? 

4. Describe their best friend. 

5. Ideal best friend? 

6. Describe their other friends. 

7. Describe their acquaintances. 

8. Do they have any pets? 

9. Who are their natural allies? 

10. Who are their surprising allies? 

  

 

Past and Future 

1. What was your character like as a baby? As a child? 

2. Did they grow up rich or poor? 

3. Did they grow up nurtured or neglected? 
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4. What is the most offensive thing they ever said? 

5. What is their greatest achievement? 

6. What was their first kiss like? 

7. What is the worst thing they did to someone they loved? 

8. What are their ambitions? 

9. What advice would they give their younger self? 

10. What smells remind them of their childhood? 

11. What was their childhood ambition? 

12. What is their best childhood memory? 

13. What is their worst childhood memory? 

14. Did they have an imaginary childhood friend? 

15. When was the last time they were crushed with disappointment? 

16. What past act are they most ashamed of? 

17. What past act are they most proud of? 

18. Has anyone ever saved their life? 

19. Strongest childhood memory? 

  

 

Love 

1. Do they believe in love at first sight? 

2. Are they in a relationship? 

3. How do they behave in a relationship? 

4. When did you character last have sex? 
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5. What sort of sex do they have? 

6. Has your character ever been in love? 

7. Have they ever had their heart broken? 

  

Conflict 

1. How do they respond to a threat? 

2. Are they most likely to fight with their fists or their tongue? 

3. What is your character’s kryptonite? 

4. If your character could only save one thing from their burning house, what would it be? 

5. How do they perceive strangers? 

6. What do they love to hate? 

7. What are their phobias? 

8. What is their choice of weapon? 

9. What living person do they most despise? 

10. Have they ever been bullied or teased? 

11. Where do they go when they’re angry? 

12. Who are their enemies and why? 

  

Work, Education and Hobbies 

1. What is their current job? 

2. What do they think about their current job? 

3. What are some of their past jobs? 

4. What are their hobbies? 
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5. Educational background? 

6. Intelligence level? 

7. Do they have any specialist training? 

8. Do they have a natural talent for something? 

9. Do they play a sport? Are they any good? 

10. What is their socioeconomic status?  

  

Favorites 

1. What is their favourite animal? 

2. Which animal to they dislike the most? 

3. What place would they most like to visit? 

4. What is the most beautiful thing they’ve ever seen? 

5. What is their favourite song? 

6. Music, art, reading preferred? 

7. What is their favourite colour? 

8. What is their password? 

9. Favourite food: 

10. What is their favourite work of art? 

11. Who is their favourite artist? 

12. What is their favourite day of the week? 

  

Possessions 

1. What is in their fridge: 
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2. What is on their bedside table? 

3. What is in their car? 

4. What is in their bin? 

5. What is in their purse or wallet? 

6. What is in their pockets? 

7. What is their most treasured possession? 

  

Spirituality 

1. Who or what is your character’s guardian angel? 

2. Do they believe in the afterlife? 

3. What are their religious views? 

4. What do they think heaven is? 

5. What do they think hell is? 

6. Are they superstitious? 

7. What would they like to be reincarnated as? 

8. How would they like to die? 

9. What is your character’s spirit animal? 

10. What is their zodiac sign? 

  

Values 

1. What do they think is the worst thing that can be done to a person? 

2. What is their view of ‘freedom’? 

3. When did they last lie? 
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4. What’s their view of lying? 

5. When did they last make a promise? 

6. Did they keep or break their last promise? 

  

Daily life 

1. What are their eating habits? 

2. Do they have any allergies? 

3. Describe their home. 

4. Are they minimalist or a clutter hoarder? 

5. What do they do first thing on a weekday morning? 

6. What do they do on a Sunday afternoon? 

7. What do they do on a Friday night? 

8. What is the soft drink of choice? 

9. What is their alcoholic drink of choice? 

  

Miscellaneous 

1. What is their character archetype? (Innocent, Orphan, Hero, Caregiver, Explorer, Rebel, 

Lover, Creator, Jester, Sage, Magician, Ruler) 

2. Who is their hero? 

3. What or who would your character dress up as for Halloween? 

4. Are they comfortable with technology? 

5. If they could save one person, who would it be? 

6. If they could call one person for help, who would it be? 
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7. What is their favourite proverb? 

8. What is their greatest extravagance? 

9. What is their greatest regret? 

10. What is their perception of redemption? 

11. What would they do if they won the lottery? 

12. What is their favourite fairy-tale? 

13. What fairy-tale do they hate? 

14. Do they believe in happy endings? 

15. What is their idea of perfect happiness? 

16. What would they ask a fortune teller? 

17. If your character could travel through time, where would they go? 

18. What sport do they excel at? 

19. What sport do they suck at? 

20. If they could have a superpower, what would they choose? 
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Grading Rubric 

 

  Exemplary Needs 

Improvement 

Not Evident 

Completion Points: 

21 (10%) 

Completes a 

thorough character 

sketch for the 

antagonist, 

protagonist and 

supporting character. 

Points: 

11 (5%) 

Submits initial post 

one day late or is 

missing a character 

sketch 

Points: 

0 (0%) 

Submits initial post 

two or more days 

late or is missing two 

character sketches 

Critical Thinking Points: 

22 (10%) 

Creates a character 

sketch that is well 

thought out and 

gives the reader an 

excellent idea of who 

the character is. 

Points: 

11 (5%) 

The character sketch 

is missing answers to 

some of the 

questions, requiring 

more work to gain a 

thorough sketch. 

Points: 

0 (0%) 

The character sketch 

is missing answers or 

shows a lack of 

thought by the 

student. 

Writing 

(Mechanics) 

Points: 

22 (10%) 

Initial post and 

responses are easily 

understood, clear, 

and concise using 

proper citation 

methods where 

applicable with no 

errors in citations 

Points: 

10 (5%) 

Initial post and 

responses are 

understandable using 

proper citation 

methods where 

applicable with 

several errors in 

citations 

Points: 

0 (0%) 

Initial post and 

responses are not 

understandable and 

do not use proper 

citation methods 

where applicable 

 

 

Assessment #7-1  

Drafting A Synopsis 

Instructions: You are to develop a 2 to 3-page synopsis of your current work that includes the 

following elements: 

• The title 

• Point of view the story will be told in 
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• Genre of the story 

• Structural elements to be used in the story 

• A three-part plot 

• Character synopsis based on the character sketches completed in Module 3 

• Discussion justifying the reasons behind your choices for point of view, genre and structural 

elements 

 

Upon completion of the synopsis, you are to read two (2) of your peer’s synopsis’ and offer a 

critique of their work. Students should use basic editing techniques and include grammar, 

punctuation and spelling errors in their review.  

Remember, this is a synopsis and not a rough draft. Offer suggestions based on the items that 

are included in the synopsis and discuss with your peer’s options for strengthening the story if 

applicable.  
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Grading Rubric 

 

  Exemplary Needs 

Improvement 

Not Evident 

Completion Points: 

5 (5%) 

Completes a 

thorough synopsis 

for the story and 

includes all required 

elements and 

comprehensive 

discussion justifying 

choices. 

Points: 

5 (5%) 

Submits initial post 

one day late or is 

missing elements of 

the synopsis. 

Points: 

0 (0%) 

Submits initial post 

two or more days 

late or the synopsis is 

lacking in 

description, leaving 

the reader unsure 

what the story is 

about. 

Critical Thinking Points: 

5 (15%) 

Creates a synopsis 

that is well thought 

out and gives the 

reader an excellent 

idea of who the 

character is. 

Points: 

5 (5%) 

The synopsis average 

and requires more 

work to flesh out a 

good story. 

Points: 

0 (0%) 

The character sketch 

is missing answers or 

shows a lack of 

thought by the 

student. 

Peer Review Points: 

10 (10%) 

Completes a 

thorough review of 

two (2) synopsis’ 

provided by peers 

and offers a well 

thought out critique.  

Points: 

5 (5%) 

Completes a review 

of two (2) synopsis’ 

provided by peers 

but could provide 

more insight for 

improvement of 

synopsis. 

Points: 

0 (10%) 

Critique is missing 

or does not contain 

any suggestions that 

are useful in a 

revision. 

Writing 

(Mechanics) 

Points: 

10 (10%) 

Initial post and 

responses are easily 

understood, clear, 

and concise using 

proper citation 

methods where 

applicable with no 

errors in citations 

Points: 

5 (5%) 

Initial post and 

responses are 

understandable using 

proper citation 

methods where 

applicable with 

several errors in 

citations 

Points: 

0 (0%) 

Initial post and 

responses are not 

understandable and 

do not use proper 

citation methods 

where applicable 
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Assessment #9-1  

Final Project Submission: Story Plan with Synopsis and Goal Statement 

Instructions: You are to develop an 8 to 10-page synopsis of your current work that includes the 

following elements: 

• The title 

• Point of view the story will be told in 

• Genre of the story 

• Structural elements to be used in the story 

• A three-part plot 

• Character synopsis based on the character sketches completed in Module 3 

• Full synopsis of the proposed story including the reveal of the ending, secrets of the 

characters and surprises as if you were submitting it to an agent or publication for publishing 

consideration 

• Discussion justifying the reasons behind your choices for point of view, genre and structural 

elements 

• Goal statement discussing what the student had in mind when they chose the story for their 

class project, what they learned about their own writing process and how they will 

incorporate it into future work. 

 

The final project should incorporate any critiques and revisions suggested throughout the 

length of the class. If a critique or suggestion is not used, the student should offer a justification 

why. 
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Grading Rubric 

 

  Exemplary Needs 

Improvement 

Not Evident 

Completion Points: 

50 (5%) 

Completes a 

thorough synopsis 

for the story and 

includes all required 

elements and 

comprehensive 

discussion justifying 

choices. 

Points: 

5 (5%) 

Submits initial post 

one day late or is 

missing elements of 

the synopsis. 

Points: 

0 (0%) 

Submits initial post 

two or more days 

late or the synopsis is 

lacking in 

description, leaving 

the reader unsure 

what the story is 

about. 

Critical Thinking Points: 

150 (15%) 

Creates a synopsis 

that is well thought 

out and gives the 

reader an excellent 

idea of what the 

story is about as well 

as the goals for the 

future of the story. 

Points: 

5 (5%) 

The synopsis average 

and requires more 

work to flesh out a 

good story. 

Points: 

0 (0%) 

The character sketch 

is missing answers or 

shows a lack of 

thought by the 

student. 

Writing 

(Mechanics) 

Points: 

150 (10%) 

Initial post and 

responses are easily 

understood, clear, 

and concise using 

proper citation 

methods where 

applicable with no 

errors in citations 

Points: 

5 (5%) 

Initial post and 

responses are 

understandable using 

proper citation 

methods where 

applicable with 

several errors in 

citations 

Points: 

0 (0%) 

Initial post and 

responses are not 

understandable and 

do not use proper 

citation methods 

where applicable 
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